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partly from a real, partly from a political deference
for the established faith, but most of all, from men
being not yet prepared to reject it as an imposture,
some respect would still be entertained for it. Some
bolder spirits indeed might be expected to despise
the cautious moderation of these timid reasoners,
and to pronounce decisively, that the Bible was a
forgery : while the generality, professing to believe it
genuine, should less consistently be satisfied with re-
maining ignorant of its contents ; and, when pressed,
should discover themselves by no means to believe se-
veral of the most important particulars contained in it.

When, by the operation of causes like these, any
country has at length grown into the condition
which has been here stated; it is but too obvious,
that, in the bulk of the community, religion, al-
ready sunk very low, must be hastening fast to her
entire dissolution. Causes energetic and active like
these, though accidental hindrances may occasionally
thwart their operation, will not ever become sluggish
and unproductive. Their effect is sure; and the
time is fast approaching, when Christianity will be
almost as openly disavowed in the language, as in
fact it is already supposed to have disappeared from
the conduct of men ; when infidelity will be held to
be the necessary appendage of a man of fashion, and
to believe will be deemed the indication of a feeble
mind and a contracted understanding.

Something like what have been here premised are
the conjectures which we should naturally be led to
form, concerning the state of Christianity in this
country, and its probable issue, from considering
her own nature, and the peculiar circumstances in
which she has been placed. That her real condition
differs not much from the result of this reasoning
from probability, must, with whatever regret, be
confessed by all who take a careful and impartial